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GALAT. V. 13. 


Brethren, ye have been called unto Liberty: 
only uſe not Liberty for an Occaſion tothe 
_ but by Love ſerve one another. 


Ra 7 E find abundantly by the Wri- 
5 0: | * Church, in ſeveral Places, had 
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— thai of à Neceſſity 
to keep up Circumciſion, and obſerve the Law 
of Moſes, along with their Faith in Chriſt. Such 
was the Caſe of the Galatians, amongſt others; 
and a good part of his Epiſtle to them, is ſpent 
in ſetting them right againſt this dangerous Er- 
ror; and convincing them, that thoſe painful 
and burdenſome Ceremonies were a Bondage, a 
Servitude, a State of Minority, from which Chri- 
ſtianity had ſet them free; and he expoſtulates 
with them in a lively Manner, upon the Weak- 
neſs and Folly of ſubjecting themſelves again 
thereto, and earneſtly exhorts them to ſtand faſt 
in the Liberty which Chriſt had given them. 

'But knowing, that Diſputes and Parties are 
ſeldom carried on without Animoſity and Paſſion, 
he proceeds here, and in the following Verſes, 
to warn them againſt perverting their Chriſtian 
Liberty, to an unchriſtian Licentiouſneſs of Fa- 
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1 
gion and Diſorder. Brethren, ye have been called 
unto Liberty; only uſe not Liberty for an Occaſion to 
the Fleſh, [Don't make that a Pretence for mu- 
tual Hatred, Variance, Emulations, Wrath, Strife, 
Sedition, or Envyings; which in the 200 and 21" 
Verſes of this Chapter, he expreſly reckons up 
amongſt the Works of the Fleſh :] but by Love ſerve 


one another: Be ready to all good Offices, in a 


Spirit of Peace and Charity, even to thoſe that 
differ from you. 

This is the direct Intention of the Text: but 
tho? the Occaſion led him to ſpeak of Liberty 
only in a religious Senſe, and of the Abuſe of it 
in religious Differences; yet here is a Maxim ge- 
neral enough, aud a Caution very neceſfary to 
be applied to National Liberties, whether Civil 
or Religious, and to the Abuſe of them ; which 
therefore I beg Leave to make the Subjett of my 
Diſcourſe at preſent, and proſume it will not be 
unſeaſonable. 

I. The firſt Thing we have to do, is to con- 
ſider the Liberty we have been called to; che Free- 
dom of our Nation, and the Bleſſing of ſuch a 
Government as we have. It is neither my De- 
ſign, nor Buſineſs, to be very particular upon this 
Head: but let us take ſome general View of that 
Freedom, which our People have valued them- 
ſelves ſo juſtly upon, and which I hope they 
will never bear the Thoughts of parting with. 

The main Lines of it were drawn by our San 
Anceſtors; but filled up ſince, from Age to A ge, 
with ſuch improvements, as were neceſſary to 

adorn 
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adorn and ſtrengthen it, by the Conceſſion of 
our Princes, and the Eſtabliſhment of Legal Au- 
thority: and when encroached upon, ftrenuouſly 
defended by the Bravery of thoſe, who knew the 
Happineſs of Engliſh Liberties, and reſolved their 
Children ſhould be free, as well as They. 

Our Government 1s Monarchy ; but in the wi- 
ſeſt and moſt temperate Situation of Power, of 
any in the whole World: Neither raiſed fo high 
as to be deſpotic and arbitrary, (which is the 
Caſe in moſt other Nations ;) nor depreſſed ſo 
low, as to be a mere Tool to the People, or 
ſubjected to Caprice and Faction: has all the 
Power of doing Juſtice, and all the due Prero- 
gatives of Majeſty, without any Strength to 
oppreſs, or Latitude for doing Miſchief. Our 
Princes know themſelves obliged to rule by Law - 
and thoſe Laws neither made, nor alterable at their 
own Will and Pleaſure ; but by the Advice, the 
Judgment, and Conſent of Parliaments. And in 
theſe Parliaments; by far the greater Number of 
the Honourable Perſons they conſiſt of, are not 
the Choice of the Crown, but of th People; 
elected by our ſelves to repreſent us there, to 
keep a watchful Eye for our Liberties, and con- 
cert whatever is for the Publick Good. Nor 
is the Right of chuſing them, reſtrained to Men 
of Birth and Fortunes: The meaneſt Subject, 
who has but a ſmall Free- hold in Eſtate, or Free- 
dom in a Corporation, has an equal Suffrage 
with the greateſt and the richeſt Commoner. So 
that to the making of a Law, there is the virtual 

Conſent 


I 
Conſent of every private Man, in the actual Con- 
ſent of that Body of Men, whom the People 


have choſen to repreſent them: And by this Pri- 


vilege, no Taxes or Impoſitions are laid upon us, 
but by our own Concurrence, in the judgment 


of thoſe whom we have intruſted to ſee that 


they be neither laid unreaſonably, nor miſapplied. 
It is a Maxim with us, that the King can do no 
Wrong : But if his Miniſters do, they are liable to 
be complain'd of in Parliament, and accountable 
to a Legal Judicature; the greateſt Subject, as 
well as the meaneſt, being within the Reach of 
Juſtice. | 
The Property of every Man is ſo well guarded, 
ſo truly and effectually his own, that it is neither 
to be touched by military Infolence, nor en- 
croached upon by the Oppreſſion of any Body 
elſe 3 nor transferred upon any Claims or Pre- 
tenſions, but by due Enquiry and Deciſion of Law. 
Add to this, what. the preſent Occaſion re- 
minds us of; that as for the ordinary Preſerva- 
tion of Peace, and Correction of Immoralities, 
we have Magiſtrates continually reſident in every 
part of the Country : So in Matters of common 
Law, and for the more ſolemn Cognizance of 
Crimes, we have not far to go ; we have Juſtice 
brought to our own Doors, by the King's Jud- 
ges in their Circuits; and ſuch a Conſtitution in 
adminiftring of it, as Foreigners have Room to 
envy; I mean that of Juries: So that no Man's 
Life, Liberty, Claims, or Poſſeſſions, can be le- 


galh affected, but by the Judgment of Twelve, at 
leaſt, 
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leaft, (and in criminal Accufations, of a previous 
and ſuperior Jury alſo) of his own Countrymen 
and Neighbours, ſworn to an impartial Verdict. 

Beſide this Freedom with Reſpect to our Per- 
ſons and Properties, I may take Notice farther 
of a certain Freedom in Converſation, which is 
not permitted under ſome other Governments. 
Every body that thinks himſelf wiſe enough, (as 
moſt of us do, whether qualified by Education 
and Rnowledge, or not) uſes a great deal of 
Freedom, (and 1s not forbid it by Authority, 
keeping within the Bounds of tolerable Decen- 
cy,) in talking of publick Affairs and Admini- 
ſtrations; in ſpeaking his Mind, what ſhould, or 
Mould not be; and in debating upon Points of 
Religion ; without Fear of being taken up by 
Magiſtrates for the one, or by Inquiſitors for the 
others. 

The Mention of this may lead us to reflect 
upon the Religious, as well as Ciyil Liberties of 
our People. | | 

The Tyranny, Inſolence and Avarice of the 
Biſhops of Rome, went but ill down with our 
Anceſtors, even in Popiſh Times; as appears by 
the many Checks that were giyen them, and 
the many Struggles with them, by our Kings 
and Parliaments: But nothing proved effectual 
to deliver us from them, till we ſhook off the 
Faith, as well as the Dominion of that uſurping 
See. And this may be ſaid in general for the 
Reformation, (here, and in ſeveral parts of Eu- 
rope) that it has infuſed . even into Princes, 

| B who 
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1 
who till profeſs the Romiſh Religion: They are 
not ſo tame as they were before; we ſee they 
diſpute many Points of Authority and Exaction 
with the Biſhop of Rome, whenever he does not 
humour them. But Freedom from the Papal 
Soveraignty, is far from being the only Privilege 
we have in being Proteſtants. We are reſcued 
from a State of Ignorance, and blind implicit 
Faith, to a Freedom of Reading the Scriptures, 
and enquiring into the Grounds of what we are 
taught. We are rid of a thouſand burdenſome 
and ridiculous Superſtitions; and brought to a 
Way of Worſhip grave, decent, and eaſy; to 
a Syſtem of Religion agreeable to the Inſtitu- 
tion of Chriſt, and to the Reaſon of Mankind. 
Your Conſciences and your Secrets are no longer 
Slaves to an imperious and intriguing Prieſt- 
hood : We deſire to be hearkened to no farther, 
than Scripture and rational Arguments may ju- 
ſtifie what we ſay, and convince you for your 
Good. And laſtly, There is not now that Bur- 
den upon your Eſtates, which Popery would lay 
upon you; in expenſive Penances and Satisfa- 
ctions; in Maſſes for the Dead; and upon many 
other artful Pretences. Such is our Freedom 
from Pepery ; a very great and valuable Freedom, 
as we ſhould certainly think it, if we were but 
to return into the Condition of our Fore-fathers 
for one Year or two. 

But beſide this, there is another Liberty 
amongft our ſelves, conſidered as Fellow- Proteſtants ; 
wiuch uo true Chriſtian, (a Chriſtian that has 
Cha- 


[ 12 I 
Charity, and none but ſuch are true ones) can 
think unreaſonable ;, and no true Britton, that con- 
ſiders the Honour and Intereft of his Country, 
can think unneceſſary, or unſuitable to the Spirit 
of our Nation : I mean, the Liberty of Conſcience, 
given by Law, to thoſe who, thro' Miſtake and 
Miſapprehenſion of Things, dare not comply 
with our publick Church-Eſtabliſhment. For 
tho' there is nothing ſinful in our Eſtabliſnment; 
yet if theſe People think there is, after the beſt 
and moſt impartial Search into Truth they are 
capable of, there is an evident Reaſon they 
ſhould be indulged, till their Judgments receive 
better Light; which may be upon farther 
Thoughts, tho' they have not yet been able to 
attain it. If they comply againſt a real Scraple 
of Conſcience, tho' Conſcience has no real 
Ground for that Scruple, it may be Sin in them: 
And therefore, the Generofity of our Laws, 
which free them from any Conſtraint herein, 
and permit them to worſhip God in their own 
Way, (ſubſcribing the Articles given them, and 
obſerving other Legal Conditions,) is a very 
juſt and valuable Conceſſion in point of Liberty; 
agreeable to the Spirit of Chriſtianity, and to 
the Freedom of Great Britain. 

Theſe Liberties, both Civil and Religious, 
are the Glory of our Nation, the Depoſitum we are 
not to part with. Many of them we had long 

enjoyed: But all of them were ſettled with the 
greateſt Firmneſs and Security by the Glorious 
Revolution. The Illuſtrious W1LL1am retrieved 
1 us 
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us under the utmoſt Danger; and not only was 
himſelf the Patron of our Liberties, but took Care 
of ſuch a Succeſſion after him in the Throne, as 
might preſerve them. The QukEN, his imme- 
diate Succeſſor, (a tender and careful Mother of 
her People) conducted them ſafe, till ſhe left 
them in the Hands of our late Excellent Soye- 
raign. And his late Majeſty, as faithful and 
vigilant a Guardian as either of the two before 
him, being called by the Will of God, and the 
common Law of Mortality, (tho' to his Subje&s 
Grief) to lay aſide all earthly Cares; the Pro- 
tection of them is devolved upon a Prince, 
who has given the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances, and is 
as univerſally believed, that he will maintain 
all his People in all their Civil and Religious 
Rights. Theſe Aſſurances, along with the 
known Virtue and Spirit of the generous Prince 
that gives them, and his numerous Iſſue to entail 
the Bleſſing upon Generations yet to come, 
preſents a Proſpect to us of Safety, Happineſs, 
and Glory, which nothing probably will diſap- 
point, but our own fooliſh Wearineſs, or factious 
and vile Abuſe of thoſe Liberties whereto we 
have been called; and this indeed may provoke 
Almighty God to deprive us of them. Which 
brings me to conſider, 

II. How this Liberty may be perverted and 
abuſed (as it too often is) to Inſolence, Faction, 
and Dilorder. *Tis pity, that ſome Men cannot 
uſe their Freedom without an Air of Madneſs, 
and running into Extreams; without breaking 


down 
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down the Fences of Modeſty, Reaſon, and good 
Nature, and levelling all Diſtinctions, Sacred or 
Civil. As our Monarchy is a limited Monarchy, 
ſo our Freedom: is a limited Freedom : The ſame 
Laws that give it us, preſume only a Legal Uſe 
of it: Why elſe have we any Laws at all? And 
yet, no People is obſerved to have a greater 
Propenſity to Exceſſes in this Matter than our own. 

For, becauſe the Kings of this Nation are 
obliged to rule by Law, their Subjects are apt to 
be jealous of every Step which they don't know 
an Act of Parliament for; to exclaim againſt 
every Proceeding, which to them, in their con- 
fuſed Notions of Legality, does not appear to 
be regular: I ſpeak chiefly of the lower Ranks. 
And becauſe the Peoples Intereſt is the Prince's 
great Concern, whoſe Wiſdom and Counſels are 
all to bend that Way; the moſt private Men, 
who know nothing of the Reaſons of State that 
make Things neceſſary, ſet up for Politicians ; 
and examine as boldly and freely, as if they had 
the greateſt Penetration in .the World. And 
what is worſt, the Judgment (ſuch as it is) of 
theſe incompetent and forward Canvaſſers, is 
too generally prejudiced ; being led by deſigning 
Perſons, to ſuſpe& the Court as always (becauſe 
it ſometimes has been) in a ſeparate Intereſt 
from the Country, Surely, this is an Abuſe of 
our Freedom ; where Ignorance, Uncharitable- 
neſs, and Faction all concur. Let us deal ten- 
derly with ſuch Matters, till we are ſure we 
underſtand them. There are properer Judges, 


and 
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and nearer the Helm, than we: Let us there- 
fore be candid and modeſt ; and be willing to 
believe our Princes, and thoſe imployed by 
them, deſign every Thing for the beſt, till unde- 
niable Evidence appears to the contrary. 

The next Article to be taken Notice of, is 
the impatient Clamours of our People about 
Taxes. Becauſe they have a Voice by their Re- 
preſentatives in the laying of them, (and in- 
deed, the primary Conceflion muſt ariſe from 
thence) they imagine themſelves ſo conſiderable, 
that even They, in their private Capacity, have 
a Right to judge of the Occaſion there is for 
them; and to be ſatisfied how every Penny of 
them 1s applied : as if the Treaſury were ac- 
countable to the diffuſive Body of the People. 
Hence all that Murmuring, whenever Taxes are 
laid: Tho' 'tis impoſſible, the Honour, Intereſt, 
and Safety of a Nation ſhould be provided for, 
but at a National Charge. Hence alſo, that af- 
fected Jealouſie, and thoſe crude Suggeſtions, 
which our People very eaſily run into, of Miſ 
applications of the publick Money, Now I take 
theſe Things to be licentious ; both as they are 
againſt that Juſtice which we owe to our Prince; 
(Tribute to whom Tribute is due, Cuſtom to whom Cu- 


ſtom, Rom. Xiii. 7.) and to that Confidence which 


we ought to repoſe in him, till Notoriety of 
Facts excuſe it: And alſo, as they are an En- 
croachment upon our Parliaments; wherein the 
only regular and Legal Power of determining 
and inſpecting Matters of this Kind is veſted. 

Let 
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Let us leave to them an Affair that properly be- 
longs to them; and which (by chuſing them) 
we have actually entruſted with them. Let us 
chearfully and freely pay, what they have 
thought neceſſary for the Common Good: And 
not make our ſelves ſo buſy with Surmiſes and 
Reflections; while we have neither Certainty of 
Facts, nor Right to make a Noiſe with them, 
if we had. 
Again, that Freedom of Speech we pretend to, 
is a Freedom of delivering our Thoughts, (in a 
rational and modeſt Way) but not our Paſſions. 
It is undoubtedly abuſed, when it breaks out 
into indecent Freedoms with the Perſon and 
Character of our Kings; againſt that Honour 
which the Apoſtle ſays we ought to have for 
them, 1 Pet. ii. 17. into abſurd and ridiculous 
Stories, to render them contemptible ; or vile 
Aſperſions, and opprobrious Names, to alienate 
the Affection of their Subjects from them, or 
vent our own 1ll-natured Diſaffection. It is alſo 
carried too far, when Miniſters of State, or Ma- 
giſtrates, are thus uſed: For the ſame Apoſtle 
calls them preſumptuous and ſelf-willed, who are not 
afraid to ſpeak evil of Dignities, 2 Pet. ii. 10. How- 
ever they have behaved themſelves, ſuch railing 
Accuſations are a licentious and immoral Practice. 
I took Notice before, of the Protection which 
our Laws give every Subject in his Property; and 
the Proviſion made (in all ſuch Caſes as will 
bear it) for hearing Complaints, and deciding 
Differences, with as much Eaſe and Convenience 
as 
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as he could deſire. Is not this abuſed by too 
many wrangling and contentious Spirits, who 
take the Advantage of it to be troubleſome 
upon every the ſmalleſt Incroachment, the leaſt 
Demand, the moſt inſignificant Claim, and even 
the Shadow of a Pretence to Right? As if the 
Law was made to gratifie Revenge and Avarice ; 
or Juſtice ſent about only to have its Patience 
tried. Surely this can never be reconciled to 
the Charity and Peaceableneſs that becomes a 
Society of Chriſtians : But is a peryerle ill Uſe 
of Liberty and Law, to the Purpoles of Variauce, 
Wrath, and Strife, which the Apoſtle ſays, are 
Works i the Fle(h. 0 

Once more, That important Article of our 
Civil Freedom, the Choice of thoſe that are to repre- 
ſent us in Parliament, is very well known to have 
been abuſed in the vileſt manner for an Occaſion 
to the Fleſh; the Licentiouſneſs of Vice and Idle- 


. neſs, If Covetouſneſs be a Vice, is there not 


abundant Bribery to indulge it? And what 
becomes of the Authority of our Laws, when 
thoſe againſt that Practice in Elections are broke 
through without Reſerve, in Order to be choſen 
Law- makers? But Elections, as they are ge- 
nerally managed, carry with them a great deal 
more Iniquity than this. Exceſſive Drinking, to 
the moſt brutiſh Degrees of Senſuality, makes 
Houſes and Streets a Bedlam or a Sty: And 


is not this an awkward Preparative for a Choice 


(which ſhould be wiſe and ſober) of thoſe that 
are to be Guardians of a Nation's Liberties and 
I Morals? 
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Morals? No wonder, when People are ſo heat- 
ed, or in Hopes of being ſo, that the Fury of 
Parties begins to ſwell afreſh, and to break out 
every where in diſorderly Noiſe and Outrage : 
For even cooler Heads, that don't affect Debau- 
chery, and can at other Times profeſs Mode- 
ration, have then much ado\to keep their pri- 
vate Inclinations from ſetting Fire to a Zeal 
that will burn with Violence enough. Then 
Party- Lies, and Calumnies, and ill-natured Reflections 
of either Side upon the oppoſite, are diſcharged 
as freely, as if there were nothing at all in the 
Goſpel (by which we are to be judged) againſt 
Evil-ſpeaking and Slandering ;, or, as if the ſerving 
of a Party would ſanttifie any Thing. Add to 
this, the Heats and Paſſions that break in upon 
the Peace of Converſation, if the Company is not 
all of a Side: Or though they be, if they are 
not all equally zealous. Indifference will he re- 
proached with Inſincerity, and a thouſand ill 
Conſequences thrown upon it; Contradiction, in 
any Reſpect, will not be born; and all the good 
Humour and Comfort of Society is loſt in vain 
Jangling. But this is not yet the worſt: For 
theſe accidental Paſſions, as well as Mens real 
Determination of themſelves to a different In- 
tereſt, produce not only Diſtances, but Enmities; 
which begin before, and end not till a great 
while after an Election. There is a continued 
Sourneſs of Diſpoſition, that ſhews it ſelf in 
Slights, in Jarring and Affronts, in declining good 
Offices, in taking Advantages to be vexatious, in 
| G Injuries 
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Injuries and Miſchiefs, to thoſe with whom for- 
merly they had well enough agreed, in a zeigh- 
bourly, and perhaps a friendly Way. And laſtly, 
it is to be conſidered, what a Habit of Idleneſs 
the common People (eſpecially in Corporations) 
get into upon theſe Occaſions for a long Time, 
to the Damage of the Publick and their own 
Families. No ſooner is a new Parliament 
thought of, than their Heads become unſettled ; 
the Hands that were uſed to work, have no In- 
clination to it; they put on an Air of Majeſty, 
and begin to live upon Providence, in Hopes 
of living upon Bribery ; their Wives and Chil- 
dren are to be relieved as they can; what they 
get by their Votes, 1s neither a Benefit at Home, 
nor to their Creditors ; but ſpent in Revelling 
and Exceſs: And when all is gone, it goes to 
the Heart of them to return to working; they 
have been ſo long diſuſed to it, that an Hour 
of Labour is like a Week's Impriſonment, till 
mere Neceſſity makes them take to it. If all 
this is but a juſt Repreſentation of the Abuſe. 
of our Freedom in Elections, (as I think it is) 
then, as *tis a valuable Privilege to have the 
chuſing of our Repreſentatives, *tis a valuable 
Benefit to be put upon the Choice ſo ſeldom. 
But I muſt now reflect a little upon the Abuſe 
of our Religious Liberties : For theſe are as liable 
to it as our Civil. We are happily diſcharged 
from Popiſh Superſtition: And have not too many 
taken Occaſion from thence to run into a con- 
tary Extream ? ---- Into a Contempt of Religion 
# 
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it ſelf ? A Liberty of abſenting from the 
Service of God, for their worldly Buſineſs, or 
their Pleaſures, as often as they will? --- Or a 
Liberty of Negligence and Indevotion when 
they do attend it ? 
We are freed from the imperious Authority 
of the Church of Rome, and the Bigottry that 
ſubmitted to it : Bur muſt the Church therefore 
have no Authority at all? Is it not a Society 
Till? Muſt Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline be wholly 
ſet aſide, in Complaiſance to Libertiniſm ? And 
becauſe Excommunications don't ſignify every 
Thing, muſt they ſignify not hing? 

You are rid of the Craft and Inſolence of the 
Romiſh Prieſthood; And ſome are for taking a 
wider Step, and diſclaiming the whole Order of 
_ Clergy, tho? an Inſtitutioa of Chriſt, Others, 
however, treat them with Contempt on all 5 
ſions; and becauſe we don't pretend to a Domi- 
nion over their Conſciences, deſpiſe and diſregard 
whatever we ſay to them: And their Freedom 
from the Exactions of Popery, has ſpirited them 
up to a ſacrilegious robbing the Miniſters of 
God of their ſettled Reveſues, and with-holding 
their Legal Dues, tho brought into a Compaſs 
much too low for Envy. | 

Again, That Freedom of reaſoning in Matters 
of Religion, which we enjoy, and thoſe under 
the Yoke of an implicit Faith do not, is by 
too great a Number of conceited Rationaliſts 
among us, not imployed, as it ſhould be, in a 
ſtudious and modeſt Enquiry into Truth; But 
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in attacking and ridiculing the principal Ar- 


ticles of Chriſtianity, with as little Decency 
as Reaſon; with the Poſitiveneſs of a Halt- 
Underſtanding, and the Inſolence of a profane 
and petulant Wit: In running down all Uſe of 
Creeds, Articles, &c. (without regard to what's 
contained in them) that every Man may frame 
a Religion to himſelf, and not be troubled to 
examine the Pretenſions of that which 1s re- 
ceived: In deſpiſing the Uſages and the Senſe 
of Chriſtian Antiquity z; undermining the Cre- 
dit of the ſacred Scriptures, and returning back 
to Deiſm. I ſhall call theſe Excurſions a li- 
centious Abuſe of Free-thinking, till thoſe that 
are inclined to them think fit (as Juſtice and 
Reaſon do demand) to examine ſeriouſly and 
impartially, all that can be ſaid for a Religion, 
which has been fo well defended, A ſo well 
confirmed. 

But in the laſt Place, I wiſh I could ſay that 
even Liberty of Conſcience had not been abuſed 
by ſome. God forbid that I ſhould inſinuate 
this in general, of thoſe to whom the Indul- 
gence of our Laws have granted it: But the 
Converſation and Practice of too many, makes 
it appear to be no injurious Suppoſition. If 
we conſider what Liberty of Conſcience pro- 
perly is, it muſt be acknowledged an Abuſe, 
when any Man whoſoever takes the Advantage 
of it to an unreaſonable and needleſs Separation z . 
where there is no real Scruple of Sin in com- 
plying with our Church-Eftabliſhment z nor 

perhaps 
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perhaps any ſerious Enquiry into the Matters in 
Difference betwixt us, to conſider whether they 
can comply or not: For in ſuch Separation, 
Conſcience is not concerned, but Humour, or In- 
tereſt; and the Laws which were deſigned in 

Favour of ſcrupulous and tender Conſciences, 
confer no Right where Conſcience has no Occa- 
ſion for Relief. | 

Thus far I have ſhewn, in as little Room as | 

I could, the Liberties we enjoy, and how they 
may be abuſed. The bare Repreſentation of ſuch 
Abuſes, carries along with it an Exhortation 
againſt them: For what appears to be an Ex- 
ceſs, muſt at the ſame Time appear unreaſon- 
able. I ſhall only add, what I hinted once be- 
fore, that the Poſſeſſion of theſe Liberties is 
not ſo ſure, but that they may be taken from 
us by the judgment of God, if we abuſe them; 
and who can ſay we ſhould not deſerve it? 
Other Nations have been as free as ours, which 
are not ſo now; and moſt probably for this 
Reaſon, the ill Uſe they made of it. We have 
many Times ſince the Reformation, been in 
Danger of Popery returning; and if it do, we 
may reſt aſſured that Slavery comes in along 
with it: For as Matters ſtand, the former can 
never be planted here again without the latter, 
the trampling upon all our Laws and Liber- 
ties, and introducing arbitrary Power. When- 
ever Foreign Princes are ſtrong enough to in- 
vade us, they have a Foundation-Stone for our 
Miſery ready to bring over: And nothing can 
1 more 
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more encourage them to attempt it, or open a 
fairer Way for them to ſucceed, than that 
Spirit of Faction which keeps us a divided 
Ci People, ready to deftroy our ſelves; and that 
4 licentious Treatment of Religion, which may 
| provoke our offended God to puniſh us. 

III. Give me Leave to conclude with a 
Word or two, upon the Advice and Command 
in the laſt Clauſe of our Text, ---- By Love 
ſerve one another: [Uſe not Liberty for an Occaſion 
to the Fleſh; but by Love ſerve one another.] As 
the Happineſs of every private Man (whatever 
his Circumſtances in the World may be) muſt 
chiefly ariſe from within himſelf; the Content- 
ment and Satisfaction of his own Mind: So 
muſt the Happineſs of Society (whatever the 
political Conſtitution is) ſpring principally from 
wit hin its ſelf; the good Temper and Harmony, 
and mutual Services of the ſeveral Members 
that compoſe it. When they have that Regard 
to one another, which their reſpective Stations 
require, and are ready to contribute what they 
1 can to one another's Eaſe and Benefit. Society 
1 is a delightful Thing: But the beſt Form of 
b Polity cannot make it ſo, where Wrangling 
and Diſſention, ill- Nature and ill Offices abound. 
If therefore we would careſs our ſelves as a 
Happy People, every particular Man muſt do 
His part, by carrying toward the reſt with 
all that Tenderneſs, good-Will, and Beneficence, 
which he would defire and expect from others, 
according to his own Occalions and Degree: 

In 
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In the firſt Place, Let us all endeayour to 


make our Soveraign eaſy and happy, under his 
publick Cares for our Advantage; by a moſt 


dutiful Affection to his Perſon and Government, 


Concern for his Honour, Zeal for his Service, 
and Attachment to the Rights of his Family. 


Along with this, let us make one another eaſy; | 


by conſulting in all Reſpects, as they lie in our 
Way, the Peace and Good of the Community, 
and the Comfort and Happineſs of every body 
about us. Let us put the beſt Conſtruction up- 
on Mens Characters, Words, and Actions, which 
they are capable of; that Reputations may be 
preſerved with reaſonable Decency and Juſtice. 
And let us be ready to ſerve their other law. 
ful Intereſts, as far as reaſonably we may, by 
the beſt Aſſiſtance in our Power to give them; 
all the Offices of good Neighbourhood at leaft, 
whatever we may reſerve for perſonal Friend- 
ſhips. Thus tender of their Fame, thus aide 
ing chearfully to their Occaſions, let us be, 
without regard to any Party-Diſtinction, whether 
Civil or Eccleſiaſtical: For what has Charity 
to do, but to over-bear the narrow Spirit of a 
Party, as well as particular Reſentments; and 
throw all open, to make Way for Equity and 
doing good ? To ſuch as differ from us in 
Matters of Religion, let us not only ſhew a due 
Forbearance and Humanity; but ſerve them 
(when they are pleaſed to admit of it) by 
inſtructing in Meekneſs, to bring them back to the 
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Acknowledgment of the Truth. And lafily, I might 
very well recommend (if the late Agreement 


had not made it leſs neceſſary here) a Spirit 
of Peaceableneſs and good Nature in the en- 
ſuing Elections: That Zeal may not be carried 
to Extreams; nor Paſſion make us forget we 
have been Neighbours, and are to be ſo gain. 

/ But I will detain you no longer upon this 
Subject; that I may not treſpaſs upon the 
Patience of thoſe that hear me, or the Con- 
venience of publick Buſineſs which is to be 


done. 
May the God of Peace and Love inſpire us 


all with thoſe excellent Diſpoſitions, and that 
Readineſs to ſerve one another, which are the 


proper Character of Chriſtians, the Glory and 
the Strength of all Society. 


Now to the Eternal Trinity, Father, Son, and 


Holy Ghoſt, One God, be all Honour, NPY and 
Obedience for ever. Amen. 
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